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February 27, 2019 

Dear Bishop McGrattan: 

Greetings! 

I am delighted to submit to you our Parish Pastoral Report for 2018. 

 

We have completed the Parish’s five year “Mission & Vision Plan” (attached), presented it to the 

Ministry Coordinators and then to parishioners; and began incorporation and prominent promotion of 

the Mission & Vision on the parish website, bulletin, emails, stationary, etc. The Parish Vision and 

Mission are also intended to help align and focus total parish activity in all ministries towards the 

fulfillment of the Mission and Vision Statement.  

 

With the number of people attending Mass parking space has been our parish struggle. We met with a 

team of parishioners with skills in design and planning to discuss potential changes to landscape design 

and parking lot to increase number of available parking stalls. Prepared plan and submitted with 

application to the City of Calgary for signage restricting parking hours on perimeter of property to 

reduce weekday use by students of neighboring high school and allow for more parishioner parking for 

weekday Masses and meetings. Once we receive the City’s approval, we will submit our plan to your 

office for your perusal and approval before we proceed with the work.  

 

Also, we met with Principals of St. Francis High School and St. Margaret’s School to discuss mutual vision 

for evangelization of students and plans for joint events during the year and school visits.    

 

Plans for 2019 include to work on our vision to change the parish from a maintenance to a mission 

focused parish. Encourage more generous stewardship from all parishioners particularly in the area of 

donation of their time with every parishioner involved in at least one parish ministry. Oversee the 

planning and expansion of the parking areas to remedy current shortage. Work with the Parish Asset 

Committee to ensure asset repairs and improvements are planned and coordinated strategically and 

within budget and communicate needs and progress effectively to parishioners.  

 

To give you a holistic standpoint of the parish, we compiled reports from our ministries and they are 

attached here as well.  

 

Thank you for another productive year and we pray that the Holy Spirit may continue to bless your days 

with many more beautiful surprises. 

    

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. Vincent TuanHa        
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Art and Environment 

Over the last year the Art and Environment Ministry has worked collaboratively with the Parish 
and with Father Vincent to continue to enhance the beauty and sacredness of our sanctuary to 
bring glory and honour to God. 

This spring we planted a garden around the statue of Mary near our West Entrance. We planted 
columnar cedars, climbing explorer roses, and hydrangeas, which will form a beautiful perennial 
garden.   

During Lent we kept with a minimalist theme at the altar with desert rocks and continued with 
our tradition of distributing small rocks to our parishioners to remind us of our Lenten 
promises.  At Easter we again gave out small glass bottles of Holy water to all interested 
parishioners.  We used live spring flowers like lilies, hydrangeas and daffodils to decorate 
around the sanctuary to celebrate the joy of Easter. 

At Christmas we have been building on our decorations as we progress through the excitement 
of Advent.  The Holy Family statues were placed at the front of the sanctuary as a focal point 
throughout the 4 weeks of preparations.  We began with very minimal simplistic decorations 
the first week, and then continue to add layers of garland, lights, trees and poinsettias over the 
weeks.  A highlight of the Advent season was an organ concert held by the St. John’s Choir 
Schola where we lit many candles and celebrated with a very moving musical performance by 
the children of the school.   

This upcoming year we hope to clear out the overgrown shrubbery on the East entrance of the 
Parish, to further tidy up the outside appearance.  As always, we will continue to work with 
other groups to enhance the liturgical celebrations of our Parish.  Our group is so grateful for 
the support we receive from Father Vincent and the larger parish community.   

 

Canadian Catholic organization for Development and Peace (D&P) CARITAS 
Canada 

Participating in the 2 monthly ministries meetings at Canadian Martyrs. 

Present at the meeting with the Calgary executive of DVP and the bishop on 11 December this 
year to clarify issues with releasing funds for DVP from last years shared lent campaign. 

Attended workshop on spring DVP campaign 

Successful membership drive raising numbers of members from 2 to 12. 

New membership drive set up for spring 2019. 
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) 

2018 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) (Level 1 ages 3-6) 

The CGS Atrium has been in operation at Canadian Martyrs for 5 years (since 2013).  This 

summer we hosted 3 mini-sessions in a day-camp format over 3 separate weeks.  32 children 

attended in total and 6 catechists participated.  The feedback from the children was very 

encouraging as they eagerly returned to the atrium each morning to work on materials.  The 

catechists commented that the summer atrium format was also an excellent way for them to 

practice their presentations with the children.  In October the regular atrium session resumed 

on Thursday mornings and Thursday afternoons.  There are 24 children in the 2 sessions.  Paula 

Sabatini, Erin Callin, Sara Francis and Allene Goehner are the catechists for the 2 sessions.  For 

the first time, we are running the atrium from October to May, without a break, in hopes to 

provide a more consistent experience for the children.  We will continue to discuss whether the 

session should be run in 2 parts (Advent and Lent) or as one whole-year session.  Since some of 

the catechists need babysitters, and since we need a minimum of 2 catechists (per protocol), 

we are having some challenges with running a whole-year session.  In 2019 we aim to have 5-10 

more volunteers who have had an orientation and who are police-checked.  This will provide us 

with back-up helpers.  There has been discussion with Father Jonathan at St. Peter’s parish 

about starting a Level 2 atrium there.  The atrium at Canadian Martyrs will remain the Level 1 

atrium.  We are hopeful that more parishes will see the unique space that Canadian Martyrs’ 

has designated for the children and will be inspired to do the same for their parish community. 

Children’s Liturgy 

The children’s liturgy continues to attract between 8 and 22 children per 10:45 am Mass.  There 

are 2-3 trained and police-checked teachers depending on the need for ratio.  We have been 

able to easily call upon an extra volunteer if we need more teachers.  

Over Christmastime, 10 children partook in the Canadian Martyrs Christmas concert by signing 

3 short songs.  Once per month, Father Vincent invites the children forward for a children’s-

homily, and during these weeks we do not have children’s liturgy.  The parishioners seem to 

appreciate the consistency of the program and we believe it creates an environment that 

welcomes families to Mass. 

 

CWL – Catholic Women’s League 
 
CWL is no longer active at the parish, all files and minute books have been sent to CWL archives 
for storage, in the event that CWL will begin again.   Some previous members of CWL have been 
present at funerals as the honour guard.  
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Couples for Christ – Global  

 First of all, it is with grateful hearts that we thank Canadian Martyr’s for the opportunity given to us 
to conduct Couples for Christ – Global (CFC Global) activities in the parish as well as serve in the 
different ministry. Truly, we are so blessed to partner with the church as we in CFC continue to 
embark into another step of widening our reach in support of our Vision.  
 
The year 2018 was another fruitful year made possible by the tireless dedication of our members, 
including Family Ministry (Singles for Christ) and the unwavering support of the church by allowing 
us to conduct CFC activities, and the use of the room facilities for CFC related events. To recap on 
what had happen in 2018, here are the summary of CFC’s involvement:  
1. February 12, 2018, CFC served during the Mass for the sick, prepared soup and sandwiches for all 
congregation.  

2. March 12, 2018, CFC served during the Lenten Mission by preparing dinner food, set-up and 
clean up.  

3. March 16, 2018, CFC conducted the “Station of the Cross” and designated its members to  
specific assignments.  

4. May 25-26, CFC conducted the Spring Social and Garage Sale involving all parishioners and with 
the support of other ministry. All donation proceeds wen to the Canadian Martyr’s Parish.  

6. Some CFC members were officially registered at Canadian Martyr’s Parish.  

7. Some members from Youth For Christ and Kids for Christ were committed to serve as Altar 
servers, choir, and Eucharistic Ministry as per schedule.  

8. May 06, 2018, CFC members were participating the Living the Rosary event, preparing food for all 
congregation, set-up and clean up.  

9. CFC were consistently attending the MCC Meeting at the Parish as per schedule to update our 
activities and events involving the Parish.  

10. June 17, 2018, CFC served during the Mass with the Bishop McGratton. A CFC couple candidates 
who received a Confirmation. Volunteered for food preparation.  

11. July 2018, SFC (Singles for Christ) leads the Choir for Sunday 9:30am Mass.  

12. August 15, 2018, CFC supported LOJ Procession.  
13. October 20, 2018, CFC supported Canadian Martyr’s Social Dinner Night by setting up all tables 
and chairs.  

14. October 2018, CFC were officially Coordinating the Sacramental Ministry led by bro Lanny and 
sis Nancy Zacarias, our CFC North B Cluster head.  

15. November 02, 2018, CFC supported the Candle Mass reception by preparing food for all 
congregation.  

16. November 30, 2018, CFC Coordinated a Mom’s Pantry Fundraising Event for Canadian Martyr’s 

17. December 03, 2018, CFC members of the Pastoral Care for Canadian Martyr’s Pastoral Care 
Ministry have met Halina White for Pastoral Care Parish Training.  

18. December 08, 2018, Singles for Christ (SFC) conducted a Christmas Concert.  

19. December 14, 2018, Singles for Christ (SFC) conducted “Simbang Gabi” Mass.  
 
Moving on to another promising year, we have lined up an exciting plan to deepen our engagement 
in the parish anchored by a new Chapter Group of CFC. It will continue to encourage its members, 
who are and will be parishioners on Canadian Martyr’s to be involved in different ministry.  
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Finance 
 

Financial Summary 2018 

Operating Results: 2018 2017 

Total Revenue $293,006  $306,212  

Total Expenses from Operations ($307,584) ($305,957) 

Net Income from Operations ($14,578) $255  

      

Capital Renewal 2018 2017 

Opening $172,300  $172,400  

Capital  Renewal Expenses  ($28,700) ($29,900) 

Capital Renewal Donations $17,600 $29,800 

Interest Earned on the Account $3,100 $2,800 

Capital Renewal Closing $164,300  $172,300  

Accomplishments in 2018 

 Annual operating spending was 4.5% greater than operating income mainly due to 

unexpected repairs of aging furnace which is being addressed in 2019 

 Worked with administration to align rental rates to create a standard price chart in 

order to increase consistency and reduce risk of missed income opportunity. 

 Together In Action collection commitment reached 

 Thank you to A. Bailey who retired from Chair position but remains as a council member 

and welcome to M. Melski as the new finance chair 

Future of the Ministry in 2019 

 Ongoing capital renewal fundraising and development in the areas of  

o HVAC to update aging infrastructure  

o parking lot expansion to accommodate growth 

 As an alternative source of income, the council along with admin are reviewing the 

current market rates for similar property rental to ensure that the value is being 

maximized  

 We will say goodbye and thank you to D. Busemeyer, council member, and hello to B. 

Legaspi who has volunteered to fill the vacant seat 
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Hospitality 
 
For part of 2018 we had a parishioner lead this Ministry.  Her and some dedicated volunteers 
administered Coffee Sundays after each Mass. 
 

Knights of Columbus 

2018 was a year of revitalization for the Knights of Columbus at Canadian Martyrs Parish.  We 
have welcomed new members to the executive council, filling all vacant positions. We also had 
a membership drive focused on renewing our membership base so that we can continue to 
contribute to the community as evidenced by the following programs accomplished in 2018: 

 Beef on a bun – Stampede Event 
 Parish Fall Dinner volunteers 
 Bottle Drive 
 Gift Card Sales 
 2nd and 3rd degree ceremonies 
 Easter Celebrations – Security during exposition of the sacraments 

The goal for 2019 is to continue to promote works of charity within the parish to improve 

visibility of the Knights and continue to strengthen the Council. 

Legion of Mary 

Legion of Mary meets every Monday at the Parish at 7.30 pm. The Legions main purpose is the 
holiness of the members. The Praesidium has 4 members. We are constantly recruiting others 
to join the Legion of Mary. 

Work undertaken. 

 Lead Rosary before the Vigil Mass and Sunday Masses. 

 Started and lead the Rosary for St Francis and St Margaret School after the week day 
Mass (Mon, Tues and Wed) 

 Prayed the Rosary in 4 Classes at St Margaret School in June  

 Pastoral care, visit the sick in senior’s home and visited the prison about 3 times  

 Prepare for Masses and Lector at different Masses  

 Eucharistic Minister 

 Did some corporal work of Mercy. 

 Organized an outdoor procession on the Feast of Assumption 

 Organized and Lead the Living Rosary in May 

 One member works in the office at the pastor’s request 

 Gave out Miraculous Medals to Drop in Center 

 Our Goal is to persevere to bring souls to Our Lord through His Mother   

To pray for more members. We are very grateful to our pastor for allowing us to be the 
Canadian Martyr’s Parish 
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Light of Jesus 

A. 2018 EVENTS & ACTIVITIES: 
We reached out, evangelized and inspired people through the following activities: 

1. Monthly prayer meetings called The Feast.  At present, there are four (4) Feast 
locations in Calgary namely: 
a. Feast Canadian Martyrs Church  - Every 4th Saturday  (30 to 50 attendees)    
b.  Feast McKnight (Northeast)  -  Every 2nd Friday  (30 to 50 attendees) 
c. Feast Downtown (New Library) – Every  1st  and 3rd Sunday  (70 to 80 attendees) 
d. Feast Video Fish Creek (Southeast)  and Feast Video Northwest -  (once  a month  
(20 to 30 attendees) 

2. Caring Group.   This is a prayer meeting of a closed group of regular and even non-
regular LOJ members held in a private home. Activities included, praise and worship 
by way of prayer and songs, watching video presentation of a talk or preaching from 
a certain predetermined topic. Thereupon, members freely share their experiences 
and lessons about the talk based on the scriptures extracted from the Holy Bible. 

3. Light of Jesus (LOJ) Calgary Facebook fan page video testimonies.  Members share 
their actual and real life experiences with God.  We posted videos once a month to 
inspire and motivate others through the social media. 

4. LOJ family, members and leaders continued to actively get involve in various 
ministries of Canadian Martyrs Parish as choir members, Saint Vincent de Paul 
volunteers, eucharistic ministers, readers, greeters and altar servers.  

5. We also held and conducted weekly Bible Study for members and leaders alike. 
6. As part of LOJ’s commitment to the Canadian Martyrs Parish, our community gives 

tithes to the church and always made it a point to be present whenever our services 
are needed outside of our regular ministerial duties and obligations.  

 

B. 2019 Goals and Action Plan 
 
Focus: 
2. Youth Evangelization - Giving young people a bigger pie. Prioritize Youth.  

Our Feast Downtown will focus on the young people and providing them lead 
roles in the organization. Re-energize and restructure the Light of Jesus Youth 
Ministry to be able to evangelize to at least 300 young people in Calgary.  

2. Leaders Enhancement  - Equip Servant Leaders.   Create more leaders! 
Encourage more Light of Jesus servant leaders to serve in Canadian Martyrs 
Church ministries and other parishes throughout the city. 

3. Church Planting - Create 50 Caring Groups 
Reach out to 500 un-church people in Calgary.  We will adapt a more and 

sustainable approach in our goal to invite more people to attend the mass and 

prayer meetings (The Feast, Caring Group and Feast Video).    We will be more 

serious in answering God’s call to love those who are astray and lost.  For this 

year, the Feast has adopted the theme, “You Are Loved”. 
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Please find below other activities and the corresponding timeline in support of our current 

goals: 

Date Activities 

July 5-8 Youth Leadership Camp Theme: “You are Called by Name” 

September 29 Servant Leaders Summit with Bo Sanchez 

Weekly Live Feast (Prayer Meetings) 
 Feast Downtown (Prayer Meetings for Young People)  1st and 

3rd Sunday of the Month 
 Feast Mcknight (Prayer Meetings for Family with Kids) 

Every 2nd Friday of the Month 
 Feast Canadian Martyrs Church – 4th Saturday of the Month 
 Feast Video Fishcreek & Northwest (Prayer Meetings for 

active/busy members held in houses) Once a month per 
availability of members. 

 

Our mission is to Make Disciples.   

How? By becoming a friend to others. 
Through the Feast's worship and practical talks, people learn how to become Jesus in their 
words and actions especially to their families, friends, neighbours, and strangers. 
 
We believe that when you are truly blessed and receive God's enormous love, you cannot help 
but radiate God's love to others. 
 
People will be attracted to you and they will be impacted, changed and they will experience 
Jesus in your life.  Un-churched members are loved and we invite them to attend the mass.  

 

Liturgy 

The Liturgy Committee continued to function well during 2018.  This was due to the active, 

accountable and committed effort of the various ministry leaders working as part of the Liturgy 

Ministry.  The activities and successes were mainly in the following areas: 

1. Regular masses 
The Liturgy Committee and its members continued to support and help Fr. Vincent ensure that 

that regular weekday and weekend masses provide parishioners with our acknowledged 

prayerful, spiritually renewing Eucharistic celebrations. 

Backup coverage for absences have generally been properly handled by volunteers, though 

mass co-ordinators continue to be necessary to facilitate coverage when unexpected absences 

occur.  The emphasis of the 3 C’s (communication, co-ordination and commitment) showed 

some improvement throughout the year. 
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A training session was organized during the fall for all liturgy ministries, followed by a pot luck 

social which was enjoyed by all and helped improve the sense of community among Liturgy 

Ministry volunteers.  The number of volunteers serving in the ministry was relatively unchanged 

with some minor attrition due to ‘retirement’ of some of the older volunteers. 

Weekend mass attendance during 2018 was slightly down from 2017 which had a minor impact 

on volunteer availability in the Liturgy Ministry.  Weekday mass attendance though has 

strengthened slightly. 

2. Special Celebrations 
As in prior years, the Liturgy Ministry held special planning meetings for the main special 

liturgical celebrations during (Lent, Easter, Christmas) which provides all leaders an opportunity 

to confirm the special requirements and co-ordinate activities.  The Liturgy Committee has 

received (and during 2018 continued to receive) frequent and widespread positive feedback for 

their effectiveness during these special liturgical seasons.  Led by Fr. Vincent through the 

Liturgy Committee as well as our parish priest during these events, the combination of tasteful 

yet inspiring decorations, seamless movement and incorporation of special 

sacraments/blessings and liturgical elements is acknowledged by parishioners to help them 

understand and to value greatly their participation in those special Eucharistic celebrations. 

3. Music in Liturgy  
Overall the music ministry continued good support for all regular masses, with a new cantor and pianist 

introduced for the 10:45 mass during 2018.  While meeting a basic need, there is a growing belief of a 

need for greater skill and leadership for the 10:45 am choir which may require some changes (new or 

additional personnel) in 2019. 

The Singles for Christ Ministry assumed responsibility for the 9 am mass choir and has brought a 

different tone of music with youthful voices to that mass.  They have received many 

compliments and positive feedback from parishioners as well as bringing new young people 

into our church. 

4. Altar Server Coordinator transition 
A transition of co-ordinator responsibilities for the altar server ministry was initiated during the 

fall but is not yet completed and will need to be monitored during 2019. 

2019 

In 2019 the main challenges or new tasks will be: 

Continuing to grow our ministers list to enable participation by a broader range of 

parishioners. 
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Music Ministry 

Summary 
The Canadian Martyrs music ministry supports Eucharistic celebrations by providing liturgical 
music for the weekend masses and on special occasions. The volunteer and paid staff members 
are coordinated by Andreas Berko. Approximately once a month, the Sunday 10:45 am mass is 
led by the Canadian Martyrs Youth Choir, directed by Kathryn Berko.  

Individual masses are directed by their respective directors and each has a unique musical style 
and feel. The 5:00 pm Saturday mass is directed by Robert Tamayo and volunteer choir 
members, the 9:00 am Sunday mass is directed by Mikel Ramos, Aldin Canobas and the Singles 
for Christ ministry, and Andreas Berko and Holly Stanich share leadership of the Sunday 10:45 
am mass.  

Notable Accomplishments 
In June, Canadian Martyrs hosted the Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena, attended by 
Catholics from around the city. In September, members of the Singles for Christ ministry began 
leading the 9:00 am mass. For the parish fall dinner, Robert Tamayo led members of the 
Saturday night choir in a few musical selections and Andreas Berko and friends from the 
Lodgepole Brewery Haus Band played Oktoberfest music as guests entered the hall. In 
December of this year, Robert Tamayo organized a parish Christmas concert, featuring the 
talents of the parish membership and many of the weekend mass choir members. 

Future of the Ministry 
For the upcoming year, the music ministry will be exploring options for improved amplification 
of the choir by testing a variety of microphones and seating arrangements. It is hoped that this 
will enable the congregation to better hear and participate in the liturgical music at Canadian 
Martyrs 

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)  

Members at December 31, 2018 – Fr. Vincent Tuan Ha, Peter Farkas, Teresa Lebsack, Roger 

Wilhelm, Doris Tam, Pinki DeLeon, 

Summary of 2018 Work:  

 - completed the parish’s  ‘5 year Mission &  Vision Plan’ including compilation of the results of 
a comprehensive survey of all parishioners to solicit their ideas, suggestions and dreams for the 
future of the parish   

-  continued work on the Parish’s 5 year ‘Goals and Strategy’ planning   

- met with the ‘Ministry Coordinators Committee’ bimonthly in order to assist with planning, 
communication and coordination of the 14 parish ministries  
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- oversaw advertising, interview and hiring process for a new parish secretary and 2 part time 
assistants      

- negotiated with the Syro-Malabar priest and his assistants with regard to their use of parish 
facilities and prepared an updated Rental Agreement     

- met with team of parishioners with skills in design and planning to discuss potential changes 
to landscape design and parking lot to increase number of available parking spots   

- prepared plan for application to the City of Calgary for signage restricting parking hours on 
perimeter of property to reduce weekday use by students of neighbouring high school and 
allow for more parishioner parking for weekday Masses and meetings    

- met with Principals of St. Francis High School and St. Margaret’s School to discuss mutual 
vision for evangelization of students and plans for joint events during the year and school visits 
by Fr. Vincent   

Notable Accomplishments: 

- completed the Parish’s 5 year ‘Mission & Vision Plan’, presented it to the Ministry 
Coordinators then to parishioners at all Masses, and began incorporation and prominent 
promotion of the Mission & Vision on parish website, bulletin, emails, stationary etc. The Parish  
Vision and Mission are also intended to help align and focus total parish activity in all ministries 
towards the fulfillment of the Mission and Vision Statement. 
 
PPC Plans for 2019  
 

- continue to support Fr. Vincent in his vision to change the parish from a “maintenance 
to a mission” focused parish.   

- work with Fr. Vincent to encourage more generous stewardship from all parishioners 
particularly in the area of donation of their time with every parishioner involved in at 
least 1 parish ministry   

- oversee the Committee tasked with planning and expansion of the parking areas to 
remedy current shortage 

- work with the Parish Asset Committee to ensure asset repairs and improvements are 
planned and coordinated strategically and within budget, and communicate needs and 
progress effectively to parishioners       

- help the team tasked with design and acquisition of new signage so as to improve 
awareness of the church in the neighbourhood     

- continue to improve communication with parishioners via website and launch more 
effective communication with parishioners-at-large via email notices etc.  

Goals – based on Mission and Vision  

 1.  Increase our Faith by offering inspiring Catholic formation through   

a) Assessing current children’s, youth and adult formation programs and survey for 
additional needs   

b) Offering 1 additional formation program per year based on above needs  
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2.  Inspire Hope in others by compassionate and loving service to those in need through  

a) Increasing to 2 times annually when Parishioners serve at Diocesan Feed the Hungry 
program    

b) Forming a Seniors Ministry team for visitations and parish social events  
 

3.  Demonstrate Love in action by the generous stewardship of our time, talent and Treasure 

through: 

a) Calculating current number of parishioners serving in Ministry and increasing this number 
by 10% per year   

b) Creating a Ministry Mentorship program for potential Ministry Leaders, assisting current 
ministry leaders to develop succession plans with a goal of 3 year term rotations  

 

4.  Share Faith, encourage Hope and spread Love through parish socialization opportunities 

a) Establish a parish Social Activities Ministry to strengthen our parish family connections  
b) Hold a full day Canadian Martyrs parish family event in September   
c) Establish full coverage of parishioners serving as Weekend Mass coffee hosts  

 

   

Parish Property Administration 

Members at December 31, 2018 – Fr. Vincent Tuan Ha, Peter Farkas (interim chair), Al Bailey, 

Murray Staanich, George Neurohr, Trevor Hickey  

 

Summary of 2018 Work:  
 - oversaw and directed completion of repainting of sanctuary, Brebeuf room, lobby and certain 
other parts of the church 
- oversaw hiring of new custodian 
- retained and began process of replacing HVAC system for church 
- began investigation of a new parking arrangement with more parking stalls surrounding the 
church 
- investigated feasibility of expanding church land area through purchase of adjoining residential 
lots 
- renegotiated extension of Syro Malabar rental agreement 
 
PPAC Plans for 2019  
- obtain necessary City of Calgary approval for parking expansion, tender for related work 
- finalize HVAC replacement 
-  hire new custodian 
- complete street side lighting renewal and improve street visibility of church 
- appoint permanent chair person, expand PPAC committee 
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Pastoral Care 

 May 03-June 14, 2018, some CFC members were attending a 5 weeks Pastoral Care Workshop to 
serve at Canadian Martyr’s Pastoral Care Ministry. There were 11 CFC individuals graduated from 
the program.  

 

Sacraments and Sacramental Preparation 

Information regarding all Sacrament preparation was provided in the weekly parish bulletin, on 
the parish website and details were displayed in the church.  We welcomed new Sacrament co-
ordinators to our team, all registrations were taken by the parish office. 

Baptisms 

In 2018, we celebrated 35 baptisms.  The majority of the baptisms were held during one of the 
weekend Masses which provided parishioners the opportunity to welcome the newly baptised 
and their families to our parish. 

First Communion 

Sacramental preparation for First Communion took place in the spring in 2018.  There were 42 
candidates from our parish and surrounding communities and schools. On Sunday May 27, 
2018 at the 10:45 Mass the candidates received the Eucharist for the first time.  Afterwards, the 
candidates and their families were invited to share in fellowship and snacks in the Brebeuf 
Room. 

First Reconciliation 

Sacramental preparation for First Reconciliation took place in January – March 2018.  We had 
23 candidates from the parish, surrounding communities and schools.  On March 13, 2018 the 
candidates and their families participated in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Afterwards, the 
candidates and their families were invited to share in fellowship and snacks in the Brebeuf 
Room. 

Profession of Faith/ Confirmation 

Profession of Faith – March 31, 2018.  Total of 12 participants 

Confirmation – June 17, 2018 

 

Marriages 

In 2018 there were 7 marriages celebrated 
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Funerals 

There were 8 funerals in Church and 7 funerals outside the church.  

 

School Outreach 

A positive working relationship continues to exist between the parish and both St. Francis and 
St. Margaret schools.  A volunteer from the parish continues to assist as a liaison in supporting 
this relationship.  Activities between the two schools have included the following: 
 

- students, staff, and parents visited the church for school Masses; 
- the parish priest visited the schools for their liturgies and celebrations; 
- the school liaison provided a summary of the Mass to help schools plan for Masses at 

the parish; 
- in September, a specific teacher has been acting as a liaison at the school 
- both schools provided students and staff to speak during Catholic Education weekend; 
- school administrations supported the parish with communicating sacramental 

preparation programs in both schools and various activities at the parish; 
- professional development activities/Masses were held at the parish/church and 

included the parish priest; and 
- a couple of meetings were organized during the school year to review the goals for the 

coming year and the activities of the year that came to a close.  
The meeting was also an opportunity for all three groups to share their needs and the 
ways in which they could help the others in this faith partnership.  In September 2018, a 
new vice principal liaison was introduced to the parish representatives at the meeting. 

  
Goals for 2019 can be summarized as follows:  

 to acquire a better understanding of how to support the schools in the faith journey of 
their students, staff, and families; 

 to increase the presence of the parish priest and/or representatives of the parish at St. 
Margaret and St. Francis schools; and 

 to encourage members of the school community to participate in parish activities 
and/or Mass at Canadian Martyrs Church.  This is especially important for St. Francis 
High School which is undergoing renovations for the next few years and thus will not be 
able to host weekly morning Mass at the school for a while. 
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SSVP) – Canadian Martyrs Conference 

Notable Accomplishments: 
 

 The electronic client database was initiated late in 2017 and had it operational full swing 
in 2018.     

 SSVP launched email address as an added means to reach out to SSVP volunteers, and 
clients’ access. 

 SSVP launched Facebook Messenger, pictures and videos of SSVP events are posted for 
members to see.   

 Our treasurer identified a cheque fraud done twice by a recipient.  
o Let us continue to be vigilant in screening recipients. 

 LOJ (Light of Jesus) McKnight Feast group completed hamper prep and delivery for 
whole month of April. 

 Church Food Drive in October filled our shelves. Parishioners responded generously. 
Thank you!  

 SSVP clients encouraged to pick up food hampers from the church. “Pick-up Your 
Hamper Campaign”  

o Our hope is for them to feel they belong, and they start attending Holy Mass on 
weekends.  

 Annual Angel Tree set up mid-part of November. Response was again so generous! 
Thank you! 

 Christmas Hampers prepared and delivered first week in December – to 50 needy 
families. 

o A big group of parishioners volunteered their time, talent and treasure for the 
event.  

o Light of Jesus (LOJ) youth contributed their vigor and enthusiasm in the 
preparation.  

o A total of 37 volunteers and a budget of $120.00 per food hamper.  
 
We would like to highlight the monetary and food donations from St. Francis and St. Margaret 
Schools. Their generous contributions enabled us to stay within budget limits; financial support 
from the Council was not necessary. Also, donations from two long time parishioners of fresh 
apples and boxes were used for the Christmas Hamper preparation. You are all amazing! Thank 
you!  
 
Future goals of the ministry: Maintain regular membership meetings to promote fellowship 
among members. Encourage members to get involved in other activities outside of conference, 
like supporting the AGM in June 2020 which will be held in Calgary.  Members to participate in 
the celebration of SSVP feast day and also the Ozanam day in September, to create awareness 
perhaps. Also, as 2019 is our third year, we would like to be able to “train” and later in the year 
to transfer the lead roles of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul ministry.  
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Other pertinent information -  Due to work related demands, the president (Nova) is ready to 
step down the end of March, 2019. Her plan is to assign Leaders or co-chairs to become in 
charge of the SSVP activities in three or two months intervals; while waiting for someone to 
step up and take on the president’s position. This will avoid disruptions to the food hamper 
prep and delivery/pick up on a weekly basis; and also shopping and stocking the shelves as 
needed.  Nova has done and still is doing an awesome job for the society, and she assured us of 
her assistance and presence whenever necessary. Joanne, Tess and Faye are willing to extend 
their roles as vice president, treasurer and secretary for another year, to 2020. We shall and 
can do this! So help us God!       
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Renewal 

This committee invites parishioners on a journey of self-discovery allowing oneself to be 
renewed by the Holy Spirit.  By hosting guest speakers, we hope we can understand and learn 
from their experiences and guide us in our spiritual journey here at Canadian Martyrs Parish. 
We invited Deacon Bob Williston and his wife Joan for our Parish Mission March 11-14, 2018.  
Deacon Bob is a teacher, missionary, singer-songwriter, recording artist and retreat Leader.  He 
completed his Master of Divinity Degree from Newman Theological College in Edmonton.  He 
and Joan were Lay Missionaries of the Most Holy Redeemer, working for thirty years with the 
Redemptorist Mission Team.  He was ordained to the Permanent Diaconate by Archbishop 
Peter Mallon in 1999 in the Archdiocese of Regina.   

 The topic that was shared was, “The Eucharist, Unfolding the Mercy of God”.  This was a 4-day 
seminar that covered: 

1. Receiving the Mercy of God. 
2. Giving Thanks for God’s Mercy. 
3. Our Brokenness Needs the Merciful Touch of Jesus. 
4. Sharing the Mercy of God with a World in Need. 

For this event advertising by poster and e-mail notification of our talks were sent to St. 
Joseph’s, St. Peter’s, Corpus Christie, and St. Luke’s Parishes. 

The event above is a summary the Spiritual Renewal activity in 2018. 

 

 

Syro Malabar  
 
This community has been with the parish for a few years and continues to contribute to the 
overall workings of the parish as well as celebrate in ways specific to its community.  Some 
of these activities include Sunday evening Mass and first Friday adoration.  They also held a 
Youth Conference for 3 days at the church in the summer. 
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Website 
 

The parish website continues to be updated regularly with posts that highlight parish events 
and a home page that is updated weekly with the activities for the upcoming week.   At present, 
wix.com continues to be used.   
 
One main modification was to remove the specific hot button to the 50th anniversary activities; 
instead, the activities are linked to the year that the parish was established. 
 
The goal of having another parishioner assist with posting on the website continues to be met.  
The bulletin is posted by another website volunteer. The previous year’s goal of posting the 
bulletin in a timely fashion continues to occur.   
  
Goals for 2019:   

 to continue to revise each main menu option on the website;  

 to continue to add more recent photos as part of the photo gallery;  

 to continue to update information on parish activities; and 

 to attract one more individual to assist with updating the website. 
  

 

We wish to express our appreciation for 

the support and guidance of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary 
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